
 

 

The Walker Budget: Pitting Public Schools Against Private Schools 

Brief History of Governor Walker’s Education Budgets 
Massive cuts to public education and dramatic expansion of voucher program 

 

2011-2013 Budget 
Cut $1.6 billion from public schools, 

expanded income eligibility for vouchers and 

spread the voucher program to the Racine 

School District 

 

 

 

 

2013-2015 Budget 
$0 per student increase for public schools, up 

to $1,414 per pupil increase for voucher 

students, expands voucher program to 9 more 

school districts with potential of even more 

and creates new voucher for special education 

students 

 

Voucher Expansion Outlook 

Eligible for Vouchers On the Verge of Vouchers Very Close to Vouchers 
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How Walker’s Performance Funding Furthers the Achievement Gap 

 
Giving additional money to schools already performing well harms efforts to control poverty’s effects on education  

-$600

-$400

-$200

$0

$200

$400

9
3

-9
4

9
4

-9
5

9
5

-9
6

9
6

-9
7

9
7

-9
8

9
8

-9
9

9
9

-0
0

0
0

-0
1

0
1

-0
2

0
2

-0
3

0
3

-0
4

0
4

-0
5

0
5

-0
6

0
6

-0
7

0
7

-0
8

0
8

-0
9

0
9

-1
0

1
0

-1
1

1
1

-1
2

1
2

-1
3

1
3

-1
4

1
4

-1
5

Per Student Spending Change

Public Schools Independent

Charter

K-8 Voucher High School

Voucher

$0 $156 

$608 

$1,414 

Spending Increases by School Type


